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Calendar of Events
Monday

24 October

NO SCHOOL Labour Day

Tuesday

25 October

Hoiho School Prayers

Wednesday

26 October

Small Schools Triathlon (Years 5-8)

Friday

28 October

Be Green Be Seen Dress up Day

Monday

31 October

Moa School Prayers

Friday

4 November

Gumboot Friday

Monday

7 November

Ruru School Prayers

Thursday

10 November School Photos

Sunday

13 November First Eucharist

Monday

14 November Tui School Prayers

Wednesday

16 November School Community Picnic

Monday

21 November Piwakawaka Class Prayers

Monday

28 November Takahe Class Prayers

Monday

28 November Outdoor Education Week

Monday

5 December

Monday

12 December End of Year Mass 9:30 AM

Tuesday

13 December Senior Reports

Tuesday

13 December Junior Nativity followed by Shared Learning

Friday

16 December Last day of School for 2022 (finish time TBA)

Wednesday

1 February

Hoiho School Prayers

First day of Term One 2023

Week 1

Term 4

Principal’s
quote of the
week:

I’ve missed
more than
9,000 shots in
my career. I’ve
lost almost
300 games.
Twenty-six
mes I’ve
been trusted
to take the
game-winning
shot and
missed. I’ve
failed over and
over and over
again in my
life. And that is
precisely why I
succeed.
Michael Jordan

FROM THE PRINCIPAL …
Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou! Term 4 greetings to you all!
This week I’ve been blessed to be able to be in Wellington with Alice Dunstan and the 24 students of
Moa Class - and it’s been fantastic! We’ve had a very, very busy week, including an opportunity to
watch Jacinda Ardern in the Debating Chamber of Parliament and a sleepover at Wellington Zoo!
During our visit, the theme of journey, hikoi, has emerged and grown. Throughout the camp we have
often reflected on some of the ways in which this week has been different to other weeks of school in
2022, some of the ways in which we are journeying from one place and time to another, recognising
too that journeys can change us. Aside from the very obvious hikoi from Queenstown to Wellington,
our experiences, our visits, our korero, have all had the potential to change us, to open our eyes and
our minds and our hearts, to allow us to grow.
Education of course, like journey, is a growth experience. Our hikoi through St Joseph’s School,
from our first day to our last, is all about growth and journey. The experiences we have along the
way (the good, the bad and even the ugly) can all contribute in our growth towards our full potential just like our school Mission statement says. May we be blessed as we hikoi together towards our
common goal, life to the full (John 10:10).
A huge thank you to Millie Eaton, Tracey Van Herel, and Gavin Bartlett who have joined the hikoi to
Wellington and have added so much to the camp experience for our students. Thanks too to the
families who have supported us and who have enabled us to get to Wellington Camp. And a special
thanks to Alice Dunstan, who has worked tirelessly all year, coordinating fundraising efforts, making
bookings, and preparing and executing an excellent camp programme overflowing with amazing
experiences, enabling huge growth for our young people!
Back to reality of course next week as we move into Week 2 of our shorter, 9-week term. Have a
lovely long Labour Weekend everyone.
Mā te Atua koutou e manaaki, e tiaki hoki. May God bless and care for you.
Alan Grant
Tumuaki | Principal
principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz

WELCOME
This week we welcomed 4 new students to St Joseph’s Piwakawaka Class.
Kobe Borja and his parents Patrick and Jennylyn, Beatrix Copland and her parents Terri-Lee
McGregor and Heath Copland, Issy Summers and her parents Helen Taylor and Todd Summers and
Harley Dunstan who already has a sibling at our school.

GOTCHA WINNERS

PB4L FOCUS
For this week our school wide focus will be: Wearing a School Sunhat
We expect that students are:
● Wearing their sunhats when outside the classroom.
● Responsible for their own hat and know where it is.

SCHOOL COMMUNITY PICNIC … WEDNESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 4:30PM - 7:30PM
St Joseph's Staff and Board warmly invite you all to share in an evening of fun and food on
Wednesday 16 November. This will be held at the Lake Hayes Pavilion from 4:30pm-7:30pm. We
ask all families to bring a plate of food to share; plates and cutlery will be provided. We look forward
to seeing you there and spending time together in community, putting covid restrictions behind us
and having some fun in the sun. Sports equipment and games will be available and you are welcome
to bring some along too - a picnic rug would be great too!
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENTS
Schools are often a very quiet place
during school holidays. That wasn’t the
case however here at St Joseph’s
School.
During the recent school holidays a team
from Jones and Cooper Builders set
about removing the chimneys from the
convent beside the school. The
chimneys have previously been identified
as an earthquake risk and since that time
the school has worked to address that
risk.
The removal of the chimneys is an
excellent outcome for the safety of our
community, in particular our tamariki.

A massive “THANK YOU” to the Board members who have campaigned for this work and advocated
for our children in recent years, in particular Neki Patel, a parent in our school community and a
member of our last School Board.

The other property development update is to report that our school upgrade project has recently
gone to tender. There is not yet any date for completion of the upgrade work and the scope of work
will be determined by the tender - it is currently only in draft form because there are limited funds to
draw from and the tender will determine exactly what work can be managed within the budget. This
upgrade will almost certainly see new wall and floor finishes and some improvements to classroom
ventilation throughout the school (including the replacement of some windows and doors). We’ll
keep you informed as the process moves forward. The Dunedin Diocese is responsible for this
upgrade project using Ministry of Education and Diocese resourcing to fund it.

GARDEN CLUB
On Wednesday the garden club and Hoiho class were super busy outside taking action in our school
gardens.
Pictured below is Jo from Wakatipu Reforestation Trust, helping us plant a ‘Mountain Beech’ tree.
The tree was very kindly donated to us by Shotover Primary School, who grew it from seed. Planted
in between the tyre garden, we hope it will grow big and strong!
Mitre 10 Mega Garden Projects
A significant ‘THANK YOU!’ has to go out to Mitre 10 Mega Queenstown, for the incredible donations
towards our garden projects. This donation included: a new vegetable raised bed garden, vegetable
garden potting mix to fill the beds, new plants for the flower gardens, people-power and lots of
interesting knowledge about gardening.
It was a big job to get done but it was so worth it. Next week, Mitre 10 Mega are coming back with
seedlings and seeds for our vegetable garden. Thank you, Mitre 10 Mega!

BE GREEN BE SEEN … DRESS UP DAY FRIDAY 28th OCTOBER
October is the month of World Cerebral Palsy awareness and this year, they’re going Green to be
Seen.
St Joseph’s is having a green themed non-uniform day on Friday 28th October in support of Kiwis
living with cerebral Palsy. There is no cost to families and students on this non-uniform day.

SPECIAL CATHOLIC CHARACTER

Welcome back to Term 4. During this term at school many classes will be looking at the
Communion of Saints Strand, with All Saints Day and All Souls Day coming up soon (more about
that in a couple of weeks), and then we lead up to Advent, getting ready for Christmas!

This Sunday is World Mission Sunday- as Catholics we are asked to participate in
the mission of the Church. World Mission Sunday gathers support for the programmes
and needs of more than 1,150 mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, and
remote regions of Latin America. It’s the one Sunday in the year when the entire global
Church comes together to support the missions. Every single donation from these
worldwide Masses goes to support churches, hospitals, schools and vocations in
countries where the Church is new, young or poor.The funds gathered on World Mission
Sunday are distributed in the Pope's name.
Mission Together Prayer for the Children
May all children
In the world
Share love
Share friendship and live
In the peace
Of God’s love
Now and forever.
Amen.

TERM 4 ORGANISATION
Term 4 sees some changes throughout the school and in particular in our most-junior classrooms.
Due to a very large number of New Entrant enrolments during 2022 we have had to move some of
our older Piwakawaka students into Tui classroom. Belinda Davidson and Jen Johnston who have
previously job-shared the Tui teaching role will instead team-teach with a bigger class group. This
means that the Structured Literacy Intervention Programme which has been implemented this year
has now stopped. Students who have been involved in this support programme will be supported in
class by their classroom teacher, and some will receive additional support from our teacher aide,
Sonya Matheson. We’re thrilled to have been able to offer this targeted, specialist intervention for 3
terms and are confident that it has led to accelerated progress for targeted learners. We are equally
confident that these students will continue to make progress in Term 4. We’re also very excited to be
‘bursting at the seams’ in the junior part of our school! Ka rawe!

BOARD CORNER
Tēnā koutou.
Our Board welcomes correspondence from members of our school community. Such correspondence
is to be addressed either to the Presiding Member or the Board Secretary only. Individual board
members cannot accept, consider the contents of, respond or take action in response to board
correspondence sent directly to them from outside the Board. Board correspondence is subject to
governance processes and will be tabled at the next board meeting.
The Board warmly invites all parents and caregivers to attend the regular Board meetings. We meet
in the Hoiho classroom on Tuesday evenings from 5:15pm. The date for the next meeting is
published each week in the newsletter (we will next meet on Tuesday 1 November). We hope to see
you there!
Ngā manaakitanga,
Catkin Bartlett
Board Presiding Member
catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz

PARISH INFORMATION
Queenstown

Saturday Vigil 6.30 pm, Sunday 9 am.
3rd Sunday ~ 7 pm, Filipino Mass.
4th Sunday ~ 7 pm, Portuguese Mass

Arrowtown

1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays: 11 am Mass
2nd & 4th Sundays: 11 am Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion

Check out the latest Parish news on-line:
www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz

SKOOL LOOP ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING ST JOSEPH’S
KEEP UP TO DATE … SCHOOL LOOP

