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Newsletter 10  February  2023 Week 2 Term 1

Calendar of Events
Principal’s

quote of the
week:

Let us develop
respect for all
living things.

Let us try to
replace

violence and
intolerance

with
understanding

and
compassion.

And love.

Jane Goodall

Monday 13 February Moa Class School Prayers

Thursday 16 February School Picnic (see below for more information)

Friday 17 February Football sessions with Jamie Whitmarsh start

Monday 20 February Takahe Class School Prayers

Tuesday 21 February Board Meeting

Wednesday 22 February Ash Wednesday

Monday 27 February Hoiho Class School Prayers

Monday 27 February Scholastic Book Fair

Thursday 2 March Teachers Paid Union Meeting (details to come)

Monday 6 March Ruru Class School Prayers

Sunday 19 March Feast of St Joseph, Husband of Mary

Sunday 2 April Palm Sunday

Thursday 6 April Last day of Term 1

Friday 7 April Good Friday

Sunday 9 April Easter Sunday

Monday 24 April Teacher Only Day No School

Tuesday 25 April ANZAC Day No School

Wednesday 26 April First day of Term 2

http://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsqt
http://stjosephsqt.ultranet.school.nz/WebSpace/256/
http://stjosephs-queenstown.nzuniforms.com/


FROM THE PRINCIPAL …

Ngā mihi o te wā ki a koutou!

On Tuesday this week we celebrated a liturgy for Waitangi Day.  I’d like to share a couple of prayers
from that liturgy which capture beautifully something of the importance of Waitangi Day for us here at
St Joseph’s School:

May we preserve the beauty and blessings of our various traditions and cultures and find
unity in one Lord, one peace, one hope, one God.
Dear God
Thank you for your wisdom and aroha for the whole human race.  You have made each one
of us in your image and likeness.  We belong to your family throughout the world.
We are all unique and special.
Teach us to learn and to work together for the good of everyone.
Help us to bring peace and happiness to our school and our whānau.
Help us to get on with the people around us, to love others as you love us, and to remember
that we are all your tamariki.
Amene

During the liturgy we thought about how we can be te Tangata o te Tiriti (Tiriti people), honouring and
enacting Te Tiriti o Waitangi in our daily lives.  This will be an ongoing focus at St Joseph’s
throughout 2023 and beyond, as we look to develop and implement a “Kaupapa Māori” teaching and
learning programme which can be integrated throughout the school as part of the Ministry of
Education’s “Aotearoa New Zealand Histories Curriculum Content”.

The Board and Staff are all looking forward to seeing you at the School Whānau Picnic next
Thursday out at the Lake Hayes Pavilion between 4:30pm and 7:30pm.  Hopefully the weather plays
its part and we can spend some time together in community, playing games and sharing food.  It’d be
great to see all of our families there!

Please feel very welcome to reach out and make contact with me at any time - in person or by phone
or email.

Kia tau te rangimārie o te Atua ki a tātou katoa.  May God’s peace be with us all.

Alan Grant

Tumuaki | Principal
principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz

WAITANGI DAY

On Tuesday the whole school
gathered in the church to celebrate

Waitangi Day. We sang our
National Anthem and heard some
prayers and we were introduced to
some new students and gave them

a warm welcome. Each class
shared their treaty and taonga.

By Hazel - Media Leader

mailto:principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz


SCHOOL COMMUNITY PICNIC … THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY 4:30PM - 7:30PM

The St Joseph's School Board and Staff would like to invite you all to share in an evening of fun and
food. This will be held at the Lake Hayes Pavilion on Thursday 16 February from 4:30pm-7:30pm.
We ask all families to bring some food; plates and cutlery will be provided. We look forward to seeing
you there and spending time together in community and having some fun in the sun. Sports
equipment and games will be available and you are welcome to bring some along too - a picnic rug
would be great too!

WORK FROM … MOA CLASS

The rumbling sound seemed like it was surging closer and closer in the darkness. I tried to run
away but my legs were frozen where they were, like nails hammered to the ground. The horrible
rumbling suddenly stopped, like it was frozen as well. For what felt like eternity, everything was
silent. It seemed like the world had stopped spinning.

It suddenly hit me, whatever monster creature was filling this cave with a horrible sound, was
right in front of me. The silence stops. I hear this creature opening its gaping mouth. I prepare
myself for the worst, and feel myself get swallowed into the darkness.

By Cecily

PB4L

For the next 2 weeks our Positive Behaviour for Learning focus will be:

‘Respecting others in the classroom’

This builds on the work we have done already this year creating class treaties.
We expect that students will:

● Understand other people's personal space
● Wait their turn to speak
● Show awareness of other people’s learning
● Respect and celebrate others' differences

At St Joseph’s we do our best and do our bit.
We act honestly and with integrity, we do the right thing even when no one else is watching.

At St Joseph’s we walk in Truth.

PTA WORKING BEE

For some years at St Joseph’s the start of the year has included a “Working Bee” - an opportunity to
work together to tidy our grounds and gardens and do minor repairs to get ready for the year ahead.
This is a great way to meet new families and catch up with old friends.
When we started planning for this year’s Working Bee we decided to wait for a few weeks to give
everyone a chance to settle into the new school year before committing to a couple of hours helping
out.  We’d love for you to join us - bring along your gardening tools and skills and join us as we give
the place a wee spruce up (we’ll be trimming hedges and sweeping leaves and things).
No date has been set yet but we’re looking at either the weekend of 25/26 February or 4/5 March.
Remember, Ma tini ma mano ka rapa te whai (Many hands make light work).



HELPERS REQUIRED …  SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

Our Scholastic Book Fair will run from Monday 27th February until Thursday 2nd March. We require
help for the following days and times.

If you are able to help in any of the time slots in red please contact Karen in the office.  Thank you.

Monday 27th February 2.30PM-3.30PM Orlagh Allcorn

Tuesday 28th February 8.30AM-9.00AM Katie Bridges

Tuesday 28th February 2.30PM-3.30PM Katie Bridges

Wednesday 1st March 8.30AM-9.00AM

Wednesday 1st March 2.30PM-3.30PM Orlagh Allcorn

Thursday 2nd March 8.30AM-9.00AM

Thursday 2nd March PM (time to be advised due to the union meeting). Orlagh Allcorn

SCHOOL BUSES

ST Southern (who coordinate the school buses in the Wakatipu Basin) have been in contact to
encourage families to prepare in advance for the possibility of disruptions to school bus services
caused by nationwide driver shortages.  Parents and caregivers are advised to make plans for
transporting their own children to and from school in the event of cancellation of services - this might
include carpooling or ridesharing or other such arrangements.
The school will communicate any changes at the earliest opportunity.

OTAGO PRIMARY SCHOOLS SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS

The 2023 Otago Primary School Swimming Championships is being held at Moana Pool, Dunedin,
on Sunday 26 March 2023, with entries closing at 5:00pm on Friday 17 March.

You will find the Meet Information and Entry Form on the event page located on the Swimming
Otago website or via this link Otago Primary School Championships.

Please email Elli MacColl if you are interested in entering your child in this event.

ENROLMENTS FOR 2023

Our school is a very busy place, and we have received a large number of enrolment enquiries in the
last month or so in particular - our reputation as “The Small School with a Big Heart” continues to
grow.  In order to assist with planning for enrolments, I ask the following:

1. Please complete a new enrolment form at the earliest opportunity if you are intending to enrol
a younger sibling at St Joseph’s School (Karen can help with that);

2. Please encourage friends who are considering enrolling at St Joseph’s School in 2023 to
make contact with either myself or Karen to arrange a visit or to receive an enrolment pack.

We have started 2023 with more students enrolled than we had at the beginning of 2022, and only a
few less than we finished the year with. We do have a number of spaces for preference enrolments
but we are under increasing pressure with regards to non-preference enrolments.  You can view our
enrolment policy from our school website.  Thanks for your support as we plan for 2023!

https://otago.swimming.org.nz/event.php?friendly_id=opsc-event
mailto:ellim@stjosephsqt.school.nz
https://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/index.php/school-information/enrolment#carousel_5594


CATHOLIC CHARACTER

Happy Valentine’s Day

There is a real St Valentine, actually there are three. Details about each are slim. But for one,

legend has it, that St. Valentine (3
rd

Century sometime and was executed on 14
th

Feb) was

imprisoned for marrying Christian couples and aiding Christians being persecuted by Claudius in

Rome.

Poets such as Geoffrey Chaucer built on the legends surrounding St Valentine and began the

tradition of associating St Valentine with romantic love that we celebrate today.

The Hymn to Love (excerpt)

Love never gives up.

Love cares more for others than for self.

Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.

Love doesn’t strut,

Doesn’t have a swelled head,

Doesn’t force itself on others

Isn’t always “me first,...”

(The Apostle Paul’s famous words about love. This scripture is often read at wedding

ceremonies. The whole chapter is 1 Corinthians 13:3-7 )



BOARD CORNER

Tēnā koutou.

Our School Board usually meets twice each school term and the Board warmly invites parents and
caregivers to attend. We meet in the Takahe classroom on Tuesday evenings from 5:15pm.  The date
for the next meeting is published each week in the newsletter.

All correspondence to the Board is to be sent to either Catkin catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz or
Karen office@stjosephsqt.school.nz. You can expect a response to your correspondence within five
school days.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Catkin Bartlett
Board Presiding Member
catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz

PARISH INFORMATION

Queenstown Saturday Vigil 6.30 pm, Sunday 9 am.
3rd Sunday ~ 7 pm, Filipino Mass.
4th Sunday ~ 7 pm, Portuguese Mass

Arrowtown 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays:  11 am Mass
2nd & 4th Sundays:  11 am Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion

Check out the latest Parish news on-line:
www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz

SKOOL LOOP ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING ST JOSEPH’S

mailto:catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz
http://www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz


KEEP UP TO DATE … SCHOOL LOOP


