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Newsletter 17  February  2023 Week 3 Term 1

Calendar of Events
Principal’s

quote of the
week:

Love is patient
and kind.

Love bears all
things,

believes all
things, hopes

all things,
endures all

things.

1 Corinthians 13:4, 7

Monday 20 February Takahe Class School Prayers

Tuesday 21 February Board Meeting

Wednesday 22 February Ash Wednesday

Monday 27 February Hoiho Class School Prayers

Monday 27 February Scholastic Book Fair

Thursday 2 March Teachers Paid Union Meeting (see below)

Monday 6 March Ruru Class School Prayers

Sunday 19 March Feast of St Joseph, Husband of Mary

Sunday 2 April Palm Sunday

Thursday 6 April Last day of Term 1

Friday 7 April Good Friday

Sunday 9 April Easter Sunday

Monday 24 April Teacher Only Day No School

Tuesday 25 April ANZAC Day No School

Wednesday 26 April First day of Term 2

SCHOOL COMMUNITY PICNIC… THANK YOU!

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!
Thanks again to those who joined us at the School Community Picnic last night.  A special thank you
to the members of staff and Board who helped to host the picnic, in particular for your work to set up
at the beginning and to tidy up at the end.  Even a low key event brings with it tasks which need to
be completed.  We are very grateful to those who contributed to the organisation of the picnic.
Arohanui ki a koutou!

http://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsqt
http://stjosephsqt.ultranet.school.nz/WebSpace/256/
http://stjosephs-queenstown.nzuniforms.com/


FROM THE PRINCIPAL …

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou!  Warm greetings to you all!

Last night at the Lake Hayes Pavilion we gathered for the School Community Picnic and it was great!
It was a wonderful opportunity for whakawhanaungatanga (making and growing connections) and for
manaakitanga (hospitality), and it was awesome to have so many children and families come
together.  Thank you to those who made the time to come and also to those who weren’t able to
make it but shared their apologies.  We’re already looking forward to the next time we can gather.

In the next 2 weeks the teachers and I will attend NZEI paid union meetings to discuss the latest
offer from the government for the collective agreements which expired last year.  Teachers and
Principals are lobbying for changes to improve student outcomes and these meetings will include
discussion about next steps if the offer does not satisfactorily prioritise student outcomes.  I have
included some more information later in this newsletter.  When the teachers’ meeting is on we will
only have 3 or 4 staff at school to supervise students for the afternoon, so we are asking families
who are able to make arrangements to collect their children from school at lunchtime on that day to
please do so.  School will remain open for those children who need to stay at school but our regular
teaching and learning programmes will not operate after lunch on that day.  Again, more information
is included later in this newsletter.  Thanks in advance for your support towards improved student
outcomes.

Next week we celebrate Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of Lent, the 6-week period in
the church calendar that leads to Easter.  Lent is a time to grow closer to Jesus and to try to be more
like Him in our thoughts, our words and our actions - to “Walk in Truth and with Respect”.  On
Wednesday all of our students will have an opportunity to receive ashes either at the parish mass or
in a special liturgy.  The ashes we receive on Ash Wednesday remind us of God’s invitation to turn
away from sin and to be faithful to the Good News of Jesus, to follow in His footsteps.  All whānau
are welcome to join our Senior Team at the parish mass at 9:30am at St Joseph’s Church.

Please feel very welcome to reach out and make contact with me at any time - in person or by phone
or email.

Kia tau te rangimārie o te Atua ki a tātou katoa.  May God’s peace be with us all.

Alan Grant

Tumuaki | Principal
principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz

POKEMON CARDS (AND OTHER SUCH ‘TRADING’ CARDS)

This is a reminder that Pokemon cards (and other such 'trading' cards and game cards) are not
welcome at school at any time.
Please do not allow your child to bring Pokemon cards to school.
Despite some success last year initially with children bringing cards to school on a Friday, we found
that as time went by they increasingly became a flashpoint for arguments, fights and lots of tears.
Thanks for your support in keeping our school free from trading cards.

mailto:principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz


PICNIC

On Thursday evening, we had a

family picnic at Lake Hayes Pavilion.

Lots of families, many of them new,

came and enjoyed a shared picnic

and there was lots of yummy food.

We had a very competitive game of

non-stop cricket and it was a good

chance to meet new people!

By Hazel- Media Leader

PB4L

Our Positive Behaviour for Learning focus for next week will again be:

‘Respecting others in the classroom’

This builds on the work we have done already this year creating class treaties.
We expect that students will:

● Understand other people's personal space
● Wait their turn to speak
● Show awareness of other people’s learning
● Respect and celebrate others' differences

At St Joseph’s we do our best and do our bit.
We act honestly and with integrity, we do the right thing even when no one else is watching.

At St Joseph’s we walk in Truth.

PTA WORKING BEE - SATURDAY 4 MARCH, 10AM TILL 1PM

For some years at St Joseph’s the start of the year has included a “Working Bee” - an opportunity to
work together to tidy our grounds and gardens and do minor repairs to get ready for the year ahead.
This is a great way to meet new families and catch up with old friends.
When we started planning for this year’s Working Bee we decided to wait for a few weeks to give
everyone a chance to settle into the new school year before committing to a couple of hours helping
out.  We’d love for you to join us - bring along your gardening tools and skills and join us as we give
the place a wee spruce up (we’ll be trimming hedges and sweeping leaves and things).
The date has been set for Saturday 4 March.  We’ll start around 9:30am and work through till 1pm
or so, finishing with a free sausage sizzle for those looking for some kai after working up a sweat!
Remember, Ma tini ma mano ka rapa te whai (Many hands make light work).  Please come and lend
a hand to tidy up our school playground and surrounds.



HIGHLANDERS VISIT

Earlier today some of the Higlanders
Super Rugby  players visited our
school ahead of tonight’s Super
Rugby pre-season match at the
Queenstown Rec Ground.  Marty,
Nasi, Hugh, Fetuli and Vilimoni spent
nearly an hour with us, asking and
answering questions, and then playing
‘Octopus’ with our tamariki before
handing out flags and autographs.
Eloise from Bayleys Frankton joined
us too and handed out free children’s
tickets to tonight’s game.  If you’re
planning to head along to the game
tonight, use the code “Bayleys” to get
your free children’s ticket.

ENROLMENTS FOR 2023

Our school is a very busy place, and we have received a large number of enrolment enquiries in the
last month or so in particular - our reputation as “The Small School with a Big Heart” continues to
grow.  In order to assist with planning for enrolments, I ask the following:

1. Please complete a new enrolment form at the earliest opportunity if you are intending to enrol
a younger sibling at St Joseph’s School (Karen can help with that);

2. Please encourage friends who are considering enrolling at St Joseph’s School in 2023 to
make contact with either myself or Karen to arrange a visit or to receive an enrolment pack.

We have started 2023 with more students enrolled than we had at the beginning of 2022, and only a
few less than we finished the year with. We do have a number of spaces for preference enrolments
but we are under increasing pressure with regards to non-preference enrolments.  You can view our
enrolment policy from our school website.  Thanks for your support as we plan for 2023!

https://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/index.php/school-information/enrolment#carousel_5594


WRITING … MOA CLASS

Noisily, the black and white penguins fly gracefully over the land and sea. Meanwhile, the
remaining penguins dig holes quickly and powerfully. They waddle slowly down the small
hill, looking about curiously. Not far off you can hear the waves crashing on the shore like
stampeding horses. The sea lions are lying lazily on the warming sand, letting out
occasional sounds.
Some of the braver penguins patter determinedly down the slippery hill, with their leader
following majestically. He takes one look at them and courageously slips between them,
disappearing.
The sea lions let out small squawks and rumbles as he reappears in between them, stupidly
and laughably outnumbered. He foolishly flops over the backs of the angry sea lions, rapidly
escaping, motioning for his anxiously awaiting friends to follow.
By now, the furious sea lions are roaring with rage, as the penguins slink sneakily through
the field of sea lions, carefully dodging death. Totally deserving it, they playfully enjoy
paddling in the gently tickling waves.
By Hazel

NZEI PAID UNION MEETINGS

Whakamana tamariki, whakamana kaiako.

We all want the best for our kids.

Our teachers love what they do, but not enough funding for schools means that they don’t have the
time they would like to support all kids to thrive.

We can fix this though.  NZEI Te Riu Roa primary teacher and principal members are making the
case to Government for the best investment in tamariki.  Smaller class sizes, more time for
individual students and more specialist learning support staffing would make a huge difference.

Keeping and retaining teachers is top of mind right now, and this term, our teachers will also be
meeting to consider a pay offer - and assessing if it’s enough to make sure that teaching is valued
and is an attractive profession.

That is why myself and teachers at our school will be attending paid union meetings in the next few
weeks.  I will be away from school on Tuesday 21 November from 12:45pm to attend a principals’
paid union meeting.  School will be open as normal in my absence.  Our teachers will be away from
school from 12:45pm on Thursday 2 March to attend a teachers’ paid union meeting.  School will be
open during this time, but our usual teaching and learning programmes will not be operating after
lunch on this day.  We will have a small number of staff onsite to look after your child/ren from
12:45pm, however we won't be fully staffed. In order to support the safe and smooth running of
the school I ask that, if at all possible, you arrange to collect your child/ren from school
earlier (between 12:45pm and 1:15pm) on Thursday 2 March. If you are not able to make
alternative arrangements for that part of the day, you are of course welcome to stick to your usual
routine for a school day.  School buses will run at their normal times.  It will help our planning greatly
if you would please send an email to your child/ren's classroom teacher(s) to indicate your plans for
that day.

I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause, and thank you in advance for your support.

When we support our children to learn and succeed, we are supporting whānau and communities to
thrive.  We look forward to another great year in 2023 - and together with your support building the
case for better investment in our tamariki.



SCHOOL BUSES

ST Southern (who coordinate the school buses in the Wakatipu Basin) have been in contact to
encourage families to prepare in advance for the possibility of disruptions to school bus services
caused by nationwide driver shortages.  Parents and caregivers are advised to make plans for
transporting their own children to and from school in the event of cancellation of services - this might
include carpooling or ridesharing or other such arrangements.
The school will communicate any changes at the earliest opportunity.

CATHOLIC CHARACTER

Next Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. Lent is the Church’s season
of repentance; a time to reflect on our relationships with God and with each other.  The
senior children will go  to Church and receive the ashes on our foreheads, while the
juniors will have a liturgy at school.

The theme for Lent 2023 is “I am the Light of the World.”

Our journey through Lent centres on the life of Jesus and his call for us to draw closer to
God and look to be love and light to others.

During Lent this year it is our hope that we all are challenged to reconnect with THE Light
of the World as we are inspired to bring light in the world at the same time.



BOARD CORNER

Tēnā koutou.

Our School Board usually meets twice each school term and the Board warmly invites parents and
caregivers to attend. We meet in the Takahe classroom on Tuesday evenings from 5:15pm.  The date
for the next meeting is published each week in the newsletter.

All correspondence to the Board is to be sent to either Catkin catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz or
Karen office@stjosephsqt.school.nz. You can expect a response to your correspondence within five
school days.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Catkin Bartlett
Board Presiding Member
catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz

PARISH INFORMATION

Queenstown Saturday Vigil 6.30 pm, Sunday 9 am.
3rd Sunday ~ 7 pm, Filipino Mass.
4th Sunday ~ 7 pm, Portuguese Mass

Arrowtown 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays:  11 am Mass
2nd & 4th Sundays:  11 am Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion

Check out the latest Parish news on-line:
www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz

SKOOL LOOP ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING ST JOSEPH’S

mailto:catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz
http://www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz


KEEP UP TO DATE … SCHOOL LOOP


