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Newsletter 24  February  2023 Week 4 Term 1

Calendar of Events
Principal’s

quote of the
week:

All our
dreams can
come true,
if we have

the
courage to

pursue
them.

Walt Disney

Monday 27 February Hoiho Class School Prayers

Monday 27 February Scholastic Book Fair

Thursday 2 March Teachers Paid Union Meeting (see below)

Saturday 4 March PTA Working Bee (9:30am-1pm)

Monday 6 March Ruru Class School Prayers

Tuesday 14 March Teacher Whānau Hui (information to come)

Wednesday 15 March Teacher Whānau Hui (information to come)

Sunday 19 March Feast of St Joseph, Husband of Mary

Sunday 2 April Palm Sunday

Thursday 6 April Last day of Term 1

Friday 7 April Good Friday

Sunday 9 April Easter Sunday

Monday 24 April Teacher Only Day No School

Tuesday 25 April ANZAC Day No School

Wednesday 26 April First day of Term 2

Sunday 7 May Book Fair

WELCOME

We would like to welcome the following students and their families to St Joseph’s.
Ting-Zi to Piwakawaka Class, Danielle Sanglay also to Piwakawaka Class, Icaro Reis Santana to
Hoiho Class and Eden Hickey to Moa Class.

http://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsqt
http://stjosephsqt.ultranet.school.nz/WebSpace/256/
http://stjosephs-queenstown.nzuniforms.com/


PTA WORKING BEE - THIS SATURDAY 4 MARCH, 9:30AM TILL 1PM

For some years at St Joseph’s the start of the year has included a “Working Bee” - an opportunity to
work together to tidy our grounds and gardens and do minor repairs to get ready for the year ahead.
This is a great way to meet new families and catch up with old friends.
We’d love for you to join us - bring along your gardening tools and skills and join us as we give the
place a wee spruce up (we’ll be trimming hedges and sweeping leaves and things).
The date has been set for Saturday 4 March.  We’ll start around 9:30am and work through till 1pm or
so, finishing with a free sausage sizzle for those looking for some kai after working up a sweat!
Remember, Ma tini ma mano ka rapa te whai (Many hands make light work).  Please come and lend
a hand to tidy up our school playground and surrounds.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL …

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou!  Warm greetings to you all!

This week we celebrated Ash Wednesday and began our Lenten journey, a journey where we focus
on growing closer to God and becoming more like Jesus.  We spoke about being honest, walking in
Truth, and being kind, as we grow to be more like Jesus.  Our senior students joined the parish Mass
and we heard Fr Cipriano speak about our Lenten journey mirroring that of Jesus - a time for making
space for God in our lives and for listening to God’s call.  Our junior students gathered in the
afternoon and listened again to the story of Zacchaeus, remembering that Zacchaeus changed his
life after he met Jesus.  This Lent we pray for strength and grace to grow closer to God and to
become more like Jesus.

Yesterday our Year 4 students returned from a cold and wet Naseby camp.  First reports suggest it
was a fantastic few days, and we are very grateful to Paul, Adam, Mandy, Becks and Mark for
committing their time to support the camp - we were very close to canceling this year’s camp and
we’re so very grateful to these parents for their help.  Thanks too to Jen Johnston for clearing some
space at late notice to be able to attend camp, and to Belinda Davidson and Debbie Healy who have
worked hard to plan and prepare for camp.  Education Outside the Classroom (including school
camps) is such an important part of life at school and it’s great to have been able to provide this
wonderful experience for our 19 Year 4 students.

Please try to come along this Saturday morning for our school PTA Working Bee and give us a hand
tidying up the grounds - even just an hour or so of your time would be great!

On Thursday next week we are asking families to please collect their children from school between
12:45pm and 1:15pm while our teachers attend the NZEi Paid Union Meeting.  Please read below for
more details.

Please feel very welcome to reach out and make contact with me at any time - in person or by phone
or email.

Kia tau te rangimārie o te Atua ki a tātou katoa.  May God’s peace be with us all.

Alan Grant

Tumuaki | Principal
principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz

mailto:principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz


PB4L

Our Positive Behaviour for Learning focus for next week will again be:

‘Remain seated at lunchtime and eat enough food to help you work
and play’

This builds on the work we have done already this year creating class treaties.
We expect that students will:

● Invite others to sit with them
● Use good eating manners
● Will have their lunchbox, drink bottle and sunhat
● Remain seated at lunchtime

At St Joseph’s we do our best and do our bit.
We act honestly and with integrity, we do the right thing even when no one else is watching.

At St Joseph’s we walk in Truth.

THIS WEEK’S GOTCHA WINNERS



MATHS

“I’m not good at Maths, I’m not really a numbers person, Maths is too hard for me!”
Are these things you have heard your child say, or even said yourself?
This year our staff are excited to be engaging in Professional Learning and Development with
Maths Advisor Viv Thompson from the University of Otago. This week we have been learning about
maths mindsets. Many students (and adults) have a mindset that they can’t do maths, explained in
this quote from Jo Boaler:
“The single belief that maths is a gift that some people have and others don’t is responsible for
much of the widespread maths failure in the world….Relatively small changes in teaching and
parenting can change students’ mathematical pathways, because the new knowledge we have on
the brain, mindset and mathematics is truly revolutionary.”
In the coming weeks we will share with you five key ideas for growing confident maths learners.

Idea #1: Everyone is a maths person.
We want students to understand that we are all maths people! Maths is not just about rote learning
facts and formulas to get the right answer as quickly as possible. We are looking for students who
think deeply about maths, who persist through challenges and who find new ways to think
about,solve and explain maths problems. We want students to demonstrate creativity, determination
and courage to take risks in their learning. Mathematics is about critical thinking, creativity and
connections. Every student is capable, and everyone is a maths person.

WRITING … MOA CLASS

Oxygen masks falling, smoke entering the aisle, screaming, crying, yelling is all I can hear. I tremble
in fear while looking out my window. All I could see was the ocean. Nothing but the ocean. Boom!
Crash! Glass shattered onto the floor. The sea water fills up the whole plane. I froze still, wondering
what I could do. I was as still as a statue. I stood up from my seat, legs shaking and my feet glued
to the ground. The water was now up to my hips. Shivers running down my spine. The water is
freezing cold, it feels like a million knives stabbing my legs.

I start walking to the nearest exit. The hairs on my arms rose as I heard babies crying behind me. A
young flight attendant taps my shoulder lightly. I turn around to face. With a worried look on her face
and blood dripping down her head she hands me a life jacket. She runs the other way trying to help
people. I slowly realise what situation we have got into. We are going to die.

By Sophia Ucol

CONCERNS AND COMPLAINTS

While we strive to always be our best, sometimes things don’t go to plan and you, our parents and
caregivers, may wish to talk with someone at school to share your concerns in relation to a particular
aspect of life here at St Joseph’s.  In the first instance, where you are concerned about something
relating to a classroom matter or a specific member of staff, you should arrange a suitable time to
meet with the classroom teacher or that staff member to share your concern and allow the staff
member to respond.
For more information and to see the Board’s full concerns and complaints process, please head to
our school website.  The concerns and complaints process is included under the “Communication”
heading as an attachment.
Our work in partnership (home and school) should always be oriented towards excellent outcomes
for our tamariki, particularly in learning and wellbeing.

https://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/index.php/school-information/communication#carousel_6841


THIS WEEK FROM OUR MEDIA LEADER

This week, we celebrated Ash Wednesday with
a morning mass. At 9:30, the public, parish, and
senior school gathered in the church and got an
ash cross on their forehead.

Also, on Thursday, author James Russell visited
the senior school to talk to us about his books.
He did a writing workshop beforehand, and a
few students went to that. It was interesting and
we learnt some helpful writing skills.

Hazel Bartlett- Media Leader

NZEI PAID UNION MEETINGS

Whakamana tamariki, whakamana kaiako.  We all want the best for our kids.

Our teachers love what they do, but not enough funding for schools means that they don’t have the
time they would like to support all kids to thrive.   We can fix this though.  NZEI Te Riu Roa primary
teacher and principal members are making the case to Government for the best investment in
tamariki.  Smaller class sizes, more time for individual students and more specialist learning support
staffing would make a huge difference.  Keeping and retaining teachers is top of mind right now, and
this term, our teachers will also be meeting to consider a pay offer - and assessing if it’s enough to
make sure that teaching is valued and is an attractive profession.  That is why myself and teachers at
our school will be attending paid union meetings.

Our teachers will be away from school from 12:45pm on Thursday 2 March to attend a teachers’ paid
union meeting.  School will be open during this time, but our usual teaching and learning
programmes will not be operating after lunch on this day.  We will have a small number of staff onsite
to look after your child/ren from 12:45pm, however we won't be fully staffed.

In order to support the safe and smooth running of the school I ask that, if at all possible, you
arrange to collect your child/ren from school earlier (between 12:45pm and 1:15pm) on
Thursday 2 March.

If you are not able to make alternative arrangements for that part of the day, you are of course
welcome to stick to your usual routine for a school day.  School buses will run at their normal times.
It will help our planning greatly if you would please send an email to your child/ren's classroom
teacher(s) to indicate your plans for that day.

I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause, and thank you in advance for your support.

When we support our children to learn and succeed, we are supporting whānau and communities to
thrive.  We look forward to another great year in 2023 - and together with your support building the
case for better investment in our tamariki.



INTRODUCING THE PARENT LIBRARY

We have got some wonderful books at school
that we would love to share with you. You are

welcome to come and borrow any of these
books which are a great source of information.
They are available on the table outside Karen's
office. Simply sign the sheet so we know who

has which book and happy reading!

CATHOLIC CHARACTER

As we watch on TV the devastation that has occurred in the North Island, we can sometimes feel
overwhelmed and inadequate. We thank you for your support, on our non-uniform day and for your
monetary donation to give to the New Zealand Catholic Primary Principals Association Welfare Fund
to support the Catholic schools in that area.

Heavenly Father,
as we try to comprehend the destruction

that Cyclone Gabrielle has caused to people’s lives,
our hearts grieve.

We ask for you to be with all who have suffered loss in the floods.
For those who have lost homes,

we pray for shelter and community.
For those who have lost livelihoods,

we ask for financial security.
For those who have lost loved ones,

we pray that they know comfort in their mourning.
Amen



BOARD CORNER

Tēnā koutou.

What an energetic start to the school year it has been, including the whanau picnic at Lake Hayes.

Not only was this a thoroughly enjoyable event with delicious shared kai and lots of games and a
glorious summers evening, it was also an opportunity for the Board to meet new whanau and to listen
and learn about the things that are important to our school community. This is the first step in our
engagement processes to ensure that the schools strategic direction reflects the needs, aspirations,
desires and ideas for your tamariki and Our School.

I particularly enjoyed meeting a number of our new whanau and also hearing from those of you who
have been here a bit longer.

The road works and construction along Melbourne street and beyond has increased this year as the
Arterial Route progresses. Please look out for a letter which provides some details about what the
school, Diocese and Parish have been involved with over the last year with the intention to minimise
disadvantages to our school and Parish by the project.  This will be sent out by early next week.

Catkin Bartlett
On behalf of St Joseph’s School Queenstown School Board

All correspondence to the Board is to be sent to either Catkin catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz or
Karen office@stjosephsqt.school.nz. You can expect a response to your correspondence within five
school days.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Catkin Bartlett
Board Presiding Member
catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz

PARISH INFORMATION

Queenstown Saturday Vigil 6.30 pm, Sunday 9 am.
3rd Sunday ~ 7 pm, Filipino Mass.
4th Sunday ~ 7 pm, Portuguese Mass

Arrowtown 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays:  11 am Mass
2nd & 4th Sundays:  11 am Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion

Check out the latest Parish news on-line:
www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz

mailto:catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz
http://www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz


SKOOL LOOP ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING ST JOSEPH’S

KEEP UP TO DATE … SCHOOL LOOP


