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Calendar of Events
Principal’s

quote of the
week:

Celebrate
what you

want to see
more of.

Tom Peters

Saturday 4 March PTA Working Bee (9:30am-1pm)

Monday 6 March Ruru Class School Prayers

Thursday 9 March Small School Athletics (Years 4-8)

Tuesday 14 March Teacher Whānau Hui (2pm till 6pm)

Wednesday 15 March Teacher Whānau Hui (2pm till 6pm)

Sunday 19 March Feast of St Joseph, Husband of Mary

Monday 20 March Otago Anniversary Day No School

Sunday 2 April Palm Sunday

Thursday 6 April Last day of Term 1

Friday 7 April Good Friday

Sunday 9 April Easter Sunday

Monday 24 April Teacher Only Day No School

Tuesday 25 April ANZAC Day No School

Wednesday 26 April First day of Term 2

Sunday 7 May Book Fair

PTA WORKING BEE - TOMORROW, 9:30AM TILL 1PM

We’d love for you to join us tomorrow morning for our ‘Working Bee’.  We’ll mostly be trimming
hedges, cutting back tree branches, sweeping leaves and raking bark.  We’d be grateful for a few
brushes/brooms, hedge trimmers, leaf blowers, and rakes.  We’ll start around 9:30am and work
through till 1pm or so, finishing with a free sausage sizzle for those looking for some kai after working
up a sweat!  Remember, Ma tini ma mano ka rapa te whai (Many hands make light work).
Please come and lend a hand to tidy up our school playground and surrounds.

http://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsqt
http://stjosephsqt.ultranet.school.nz/WebSpace/256/
http://stjosephs-queenstown.nzuniforms.com/


FROM THE PRINCIPAL …

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou!  Warm greetings to you all!

We’re nearly half way through Term 1 already!  We’ve had 23 days of school so far in 2023 and
there’s 24 days left before the end of term.  Amazing how quickly the school year flies by!

Thanks for your support during yesterday’s union meeting for our teachers.  Around 80 children were
picked up between 12:45pm and 1:15pm and it made a huge difference!  Thank you!  NZEI, our
teachers’ and principals’ union, is negotiating for improved student outcomes, particularly through
smaller class sizes, increased learning support resourcing for schools, and wage increases.  Thank
you for supporting us towards these improved outcomes.  When our children win, everyone wins!

We had a lovely welcome to school mass earlier this week and we celebrated lots of new children
and whānau.  Thanks to those who were able to make it for mass and thanks too to those who joined
us after mass for the blessing of our new school mural, created by our children last year with the
guidance and support of Lisa Duncan.

Bookings opened this week for the upcoming Teacher Whānau Hui.  At this stage we have 57
bookings for our 130 or so students across all 6 classrooms.  Thanks to those who have already
booked.  Our teachers are looking forward to meeting with you to talk together about the ways your
children have started the 2023 school year.  If you haven’t yet booked, please do so before Monday
13 March.  Visit https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code and enter our code: m6wbq.  Once you
select your child’s classroom teacher you should see what appointments are available.  Simply
select a time that suits you.  If you are not able to come in for these hui because the selected dates
or times don’t suit you, please talk with your child’s classroom teacher (or send them an email) to
make an alternative time to sit down together and talk about the start of the year.  It would be
fantastic to be able to engage with every whānau for every child before the end of Term 1!

Some of our teachers and I traveled to Cromwell on Tuesday afternoon to celebrate a
Commissioning Mass with Bishop Michael and teachers from the other Catholic primary schools in
Central Otago.  It was a great celebration and was a really important reminder of who we are as a
Catholic school community.  The Mass of course is the “source and summit of Christian life”, and it
was wonderful to be nourished in communion for the year ahead.  Thanks to our teachers for their
wonderful dedication to our children and our community.

Please feel very welcome to reach out and make contact with me at any time - in person or by phone
or email.

Kia tau te rangimārie o te Atua ki a tātou katoa.  May God’s peace be with us all.

Alan Grant

Tumuaki | Principal
principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code
mailto:principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz


PB4L

Our Positive Behaviour for Learning focus for next week will again be:

‘Remain seated at lunchtime and eat enough food to help you work
and play’

This builds on the work we have done already this year creating class treaties.
We expect that students will:

● Invite others to sit with them
● Use good eating manners
● Will have their lunchbox, drink bottle and sunhat
● Remain seated at lunchtime

At St Joseph’s we do our best and do our bit.
We act honestly and with integrity, we do the right thing even when no one else is watching.

At St Joseph’s we walk in Truth.

THIS WEEK’S GOTCHA WINNERS



WRITING FROM MOA CLASS

Essence of Me

If I was a bird I would be a raven, smart and unique.

If I was a tree I would be a coconut , chill and giving.

If I was an animal I would be a panda, playful and energetic.

If I was a toy I would be lego, shaped by people that surround me or moulded and shaped to
withstand hardships.

If I were weather I would be a thunderstorm, passionate and easily provoked.

If I were music I would be elevator music, I work in the background and make big impacts without
knowing.

If I was a building, I would be a beach house, trying to find peace in work and also love being busy.

Still I am me, Raymond, smart, kind, chill.

By Raymond

NASEBY CAMP



In Week 4 the Year 4 children and I (Mrs Johnston) were lucky enough to spend 2 nights (3 days) on
camp in Naseby. We had 30 degree weather one day and snow on the hill the next. Although it was
very wet on Wednesday, all the children made the most of it and had a wonderful time. Some
highlights of our trip were cycling part of the Rail Trail, Hayes Engineering, curling, muddy biking in
the forest and exploring Naseby.
Naseby’s local hospitality was amazing including being given a free movie viewing at a cute, old
fashioned movie theatre in the old stables (next to Stardust Gallery). The Naseby camp, especially
Beth, was so hospitable and made the experience better due to their great local knowledge, ideas
and help when needed.
Such gratitude needs to be expressed for the parents Becks, Mark, Paul, Mandy and Adam who
came along and made the camp possible. They were all awesome and got involved in all activities.
Their ability to be flexible over the 3 days helped make it heaps of fun!
Thank you also to ‘Charge About’ and Ollie (Lisa’s in Ruru Class’s Dad) for letting us loan their bike
trailer for no charge. This made the camp possible as we were able to transport all the bikes to and
from camp!
All the children came back happy but very tired and they are already looking forward to their future
camps. Ka pai Year 4’s for your behaviour and the way you gave everything a go on camp!



MATHS

Our Mathematics Journey
A lot of scientific evidence suggests that the difference between those who succeed and those who
don’t is not the brains they were born with, but their approach to life, the messages they receive
about their potential, and the opportunities they have to learn. Last week we shared the beginning of
our maths journey this year and the first of five key ideas for growing confident maths learners, that
everyone is a maths person.

Idea #2 Everyone is on a Maths Journey.
We need to change our perception that students have high or low ability in maths and recognise that
they are all learners exploring mathematics in different ways, reflecting their own individual
strengths, abilities and experiences. They are learners with some mathematical competencies that
are well developed and others that have yet to be fully grasped. We are focussed on how different
journeys and perspectives can be shared, resulting in deeper and more powerful learning for all
students. A way that we are fostering this in the classroom is to ensure students have opportunities
to work in mixed ability groups and there is ample time for discussion to share their ideas. We are
working hard to ensure that this discussion is not just between teacher and student, but between
student and student, where they are able to explore ideas and learn from each other.

LOST PROPERTY

We will have the lost property displayed downstairs outside the library during the Teacher Whānau
Hui in Week 7.  Please take the time to see if anything belongs to you.



THANK YOU

We have had another successful Scholastic book fair.  A huge thank you to our volunteers Orlagh
Allcorn, Katie Bridges, Brooke Campbell and Alex Bowles.
Your help is greatly appreciated.

WELCOME MASS

Earlier this week we welcomed new students and whānau to our kura at our beginning school
mass. We also acknowledged all the amazing leaders in our school: our Year 8 Ākonga
Rangatira who all fulfil different responsibilities to help make our school a great place to be, our
bus monitors and our fantastic Peer Mediators. We also used this time to bless our school mural
that was completed at the end of last year. It is very special to us that every student in the school
contributed to this artwork that celebrates our special character. Thanks to everyone who helped
in this project.



THIS WEEK FROM OUR MEDIA LEADER

Tuesday was a special occasion, as we welcomed lots of new children and the year eight leaders
were given their badges. I had a hard time taking photos of everyone because there were so many to
take! The year eights all seemed really pleased to finally get their leadership badge, and peer
mediators were acknowledged too!

INTRODUCING THE PARENT LIBRARY

We have got some wonderful books at school
that we would love to share with you. You are

welcome to come and borrow any of these
books which are a great source of information.
They are available on the table outside Karen's
office. Simply sign the sheet so we know who

has which book and happy reading!



CATHOLIC CHARACTER

As we start Lent, here are some ideas from the Caritas Lent Resource we use at school, that you
could do with your children.

● Don’t buy anything that you don’t need. If you can live without it, you don’t need it.
● Instead of watching TV, as a family you could go for a walk or play a game outside..
● Encourage everyone to help out at home.
● Say 3 nice things to each other daily. You may think this is easy but try to say things that

aren’t the normal “Thanks,” or “You look nice,” or “Good job.”
● Encourage children to help with making family meals. Make the challenge that meals can only

be made by using the ingredients in your fridge or pantry.

This Lent I Am Walking with Jesus
God, Father and Creator,

we thank you for all the gifts you have given us,
especially for the gift of your Son.

During this holy season of Lent, help us to change and
grow and become the kind of people you created us

to be.
Fill our hearts with love for you, and love for other

people created in your image.
Show us how to use the gifts you have given us to

help others in your name.
As we journey together toward the light of Easter, we

know you are with us in all that we do.
May we live always as people of your kingdom

praising your name now and forever.
Amen



BOARD CORNER

Tēnā koutou.

Our School Board usually meets twice each school term and the Board warmly invites parents and
caregivers to attend. We meet in the Takahe classroom on Tuesday evenings from 5:15pm.  The date
for the next meeting is published each week in the newsletter.

All correspondence to the Board is to be sent to either Catkin catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz or
Karen office@stjosephsqt.school.nz. You can expect a response to your correspondence within five
school days.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Catkin Bartlett
Board Presiding Member
catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz

PARISH INFORMATION

Queenstown Saturday Vigil 6.30 pm, Sunday 9 am.
3rd Sunday ~ 7 pm, Filipino Mass.
4th Sunday ~ 7 pm, Portuguese Mass

Arrowtown 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays:  11 am Mass
2nd & 4th Sundays:  11 am Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion

Check out the latest Parish news on-line:
www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz

SKOOL LOOP ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING ST JOSEPH’S

mailto:catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz
http://www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz


KEEP UP TO DATE … SCHOOL LOOP


