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Newsletter 10  March  2023 Week 6 Term 1

Calendar of Events
Principal’s

quote of the
week:

Faith helps us
to believe,

Love helps us
to respond,
and Hope

sustains us
when the
others are

failing.

Tuesday 14 March Teacher Whānau Hui (2pm till 6pm)

Wednesday 15 March Teacher Whānau Hui (2pm till 6pm)

Sunday 19 March Feast of St Joseph, Husband of Mary

Monday 20 March Otago Anniversary Day No School

Tuesday 21 March BOT Meeting

Tuesday 28 March Moa Market Day

Sunday 2 April Palm Sunday

Thursday 6 April Last day of Term 1

Friday 7 April Good Friday

Sunday 9 April Easter Sunday

Monday 24 April Teacher Only Day No School

Tuesday 25 April ANZAC Day No School

Wednesday 26 April First day of Term 2

Sunday 7 May Book Fair

http://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsqt
http://stjosephsqt.ultranet.school.nz/WebSpace/256/
http://stjosephs-queenstown.nzuniforms.com/


FROM THE PRINCIPAL …

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou!  Warm greetings to you all!

It’s a really busy time at school at the moment (isn’t it always?!).  Thanks for all that you, our parents
and caregivers, are doing to support your children to be their best at school.

I’ve chosen to keep my message very brief today - please do take time to read through the rest of
the newsletter as there is quite a number of really important items included.

Looking forward to seeing lots of you at our Teacher Whānau Hui on Tuesday and Wednesday next
week - please note the earlier finish time on those days.

Kia tau te rangimārie o te Atua ki a tātou katoa.  May God’s peace be with us all.

Alan Grant

Tumuaki | Principal
principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz

TEACHER WHĀNAU HUI - TUESDAY 14 AND WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH 2023

As at 9am today we have 103 bookings for our 130 or so students across all 6 classrooms for the
upcoming Teacher Whānau Hui.  Thanks to those who have already booked.  Our teachers are
looking forward to meeting with you to talk together about the ways your children have started the
2023 school year.  If you haven’t yet booked, please do so before bookings close at 12pm on
Monday 13 March.  Visit https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code and enter our code: m6wbq.
If you are not able to come in for these hui because the selected dates or times don’t suit you,
please talk with your child’s classroom teacher (or send them an email) to make an alternative time
to sit down together and talk about the start of the year.  It would be fantastic to be able to engage
with every whānau for every child before the end of Term 1!
Please arrange to collect your child/ren from school earlier (between 1:15pm and 1:45pm) on Tuesday
14 March and again on Wednesday 15 March. Please refer to the letter emailed yesterday to all
whānau for more information about the Teacher Whānau Hui on Tuesday and Wednesday next week.

PLANNED INDUSTRIAL ACTION - THURSDAY 16 MARCH 2023

Our tamariki need a quality education. And we want to give that to them.
Unfortunately, the funding for our schools and kindergartens is not enough for us to give us the time
we would like to support all our kids to thrive.
We need to attract and retain educators by ensuring that teaching is a valued and attractive
profession.
Principals and teachers in primary and area schools and kindergartens have considered at length
offers from the government to settle our respective collective agreements.
The offers did not meet our expectations, nor make sufficient steps towards the changes we need for
our children to succeed.
You may have seen that we voted to take industrial action on 16 March.  We will confirm the details
for our school once we receive formal notification of the strike action.
It’s the last thing we wanted to do. And the decision was not taken lightly.
We felt that this was the only way the government would listen and recognise that when they support
our children to learn and succeed, we are supporting whānau and communities to thrive.
We look forward to another great year in 2023 – and together with your support, building the case for
better investment in our tamariki.
Whānau are invited to sign a petition here to show their support for better outcomes for our children.

mailto:principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code
https://action.nzei.org.nz/petitions/support-teachers-and-principals


PB4L

Our Positive Behaviour for Learning focus for next week will be:

‘Kind Hands, Kind Words, Kind Feet’

We expect that students will:

● Use their manners and wait their turn (share).
● Use words that are encouraging and make others feel good.
● Think about others before they act - What Would Jesus Do?
● Say ‘stop’ and walk away if someone is doing something they don’t like, then get adult help if

it continues.
● Choose actions that make other people feel good about themselves (mana enhancing).
● Walk inside (running is for outside).

At St Joseph’s we do our best and do our bit.
We act honestly and with integrity, we do the right thing even when no one else is watching.

At St Joseph’s we walk in Truth.

THIS WEEK’S GOTCHA WINNERS



ADVANCE NOTICE - ANNUAL SCHOOL BOOK FAIR - SUNDAY 7 MAY 2023

Please save the date and spread the word!  Our annual School Book Fair (a huge community event
and our major school fundraiser each year) will be held on Sunday 7 May this year and we will need
lots of helpers.
Please consider helping out in one of the following ways in particular - sorting books on Thursday 4
May, setting up on Saturday 6 May, and staffing stalls on Sunday 7 May.  We will require around 50
or 60 helpers in total in addition to the members of our school PTA and our staff and Moa class
students!
More information to come, but in the meantime give thought to how you can help!

THIS WEEK… FROM OUR MEDIA LEADER

Thursday was athletics day, and as fast-paced as it was, it was just as exciting! This year it was held
at Te Kura Whakatipu O Kawarau, and we did high jump, shot put, hurdles, discus, tennis ball

throwing, sprints and relay races. We joined up with other small schools and had a great day talking
to different people and got a lot of exercise!



PTA WORKING BEE - THANK YOU!

A huge thank you to the team who rocked up last Saturday for the annual PTA Working Bee!  The
place looks fantastic thanks to your hard work - blood, sweat and tears!
Thanks to Jacob and Gabriel (and Sarah and Greg), Ngaia (and Rebecca), Karina (and Prem),
Archie and Evah, Tilly and Lucas (and Katy), Hazel, Poppy and Lara (and Catkin and Gavin), Arlo
and Isla (and Alex and Dom), Billie (and Lulu and Casey), Ethan and Evelyn (and Maisy), Leo and
Jin (and Emi), and to Jack who didn’t come but sent his dad Jono to help anyway!  You guys were
amazing!



MATHS

Our Mathematics Journey
We have shared our first two key ideas for growing confident maths learners, that everyone is a
maths person and everyone is on a maths journey. We hope you are finding this information useful
when talking about maths with your child, and thinking of your own experiences with maths.
Developing the perspectives and strategies to change students’ mindsets involves some careful
thinking about our own learning and relationship with mathematics.

Idea #3 Everyone is on a Maths Journey.
We love the analogy of learning maths being like learning to ride a bike. When the child falls we pick
them up, jump up and down to celebrate how far they rode, and recognise that the fall brought them
one step closer to learning to ride. Learning mathematics is exactly the same! Students often fixate
on what they cannot do rather than celebrating what they can do. We need to help them to celebrate
the struggle of acquiring new skills and knowledge and the mistakes they make along the way - they
are growing their brains! Our goal is to help students inspect and learn from their mistakes, feel
inspired to take on challenging problems and feel safe in sharing incomplete or draft ideas. We want
students to realise that nearly every incorrect solution that a student arrives at has some aspect of
correct thinking behind it. When this happens they begin to value their own approach to solving
problems and shift their mentality from judging answers as correct or incorrect and start viewing
problems as learning opportunities.

LOST PROPERTY

We will have the lost property displayed downstairs outside the library during the Teacher Whānau
Hui in Week 7.  Please take the time to see if anything belongs to you.



CATHOLIC CHARACTER

Saint Patrick’s Day
Friday 17th March.

Saint Patrick of Ireland is one of the world's most popular saints. He worked many
miracles, and, in his writing, he wrote of his love of God. After years of living in
poverty, travelling and enduring much suffering he died March 17, 461. Why the
shamrock? Saint  Patrick used the shamrock to explain the Trinity and has been
associated with him and the Irish since that time.

Saint Patrick’s Day Prayer
May the strength of God pilot us,

may the wisdom of God instruct us.
May the hand of God protect us,
may the word of God direct us.

May thy Salvation, O Lord, be always ours
this day

and for evermore.
Amen.

INTRODUCING THE PARENT LIBRARY

We have got some wonderful books at school
that we would love to share with you. You are

welcome to come and borrow any of these
books which are a great source of information.
They are available on the table outside Karen's
office. Simply sign the sheet so we know who

has which book and happy reading!

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170


BOARD CORNER

Tēnā koutou.

Our School Board usually meets twice each school term and the Board warmly invites parents and
caregivers to attend. We meet in the Takahe classroom on Tuesday evenings from 5:15pm.  The date
for the next meeting is published each week in the newsletter.

All correspondence to the Board is to be sent to either Catkin catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz or
Karen office@stjosephsqt.school.nz. You can expect a response to your correspondence within five
school days.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Catkin Bartlett
Board Presiding Member
catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz

PARISH INFORMATION

Queenstown Saturday Vigil 6.30 pm, Sunday 9 am.
3rd Sunday ~ 7 pm, Filipino Mass.
4th Sunday ~ 7 pm, Portuguese Mass

Arrowtown 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays:  11 am Mass
2nd & 4th Sundays:  11 am Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion

Check out the latest Parish news on-line:
www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz

SKOOL LOOP ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING ST JOSEPH’S

mailto:catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz
http://www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz


KEEP UP TO DATE … SCHOOL LOOP


