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Newsletter 17  March  2023 Week 7 Term 1

Calendar of Events
Principal’s

quote of the
week:

You are
what you
do, not

what you
say you’ll

do.

Carl Jung

Sunday 19 March Feast of St Joseph, Husband of Mary

Monday 20 March Otago Anniversary Day No School

Tuesday 21 March Board Meeting

Tuesday 28 March Moa Market Day

Sunday 2 April Palm Sunday School and Parish Mass, 11am

Thursday 6 April Last day of Term 1

Friday 7 April Good Friday

Sunday 9 April Easter Sunday

Monday 24 April Teacher Only Day No School

Tuesday 25 April ANZAC Day No School

Wednesday 26 April First day of Term 2

Sunday 7 May Book Fair

ADVANCE NOTICE - ANNUAL SCHOOL BOOK FAIR - SUNDAY 7 MAY 2023

Please save the date and spread the word!  Our annual School Book Fair (a huge community event
and our major school fundraiser each year) will be held on Sunday 7 May this year and we will need
lots of helpers.
Please consider helping out in one of the following ways in particular - sorting books on Thursday 4
May, setting up on Saturday 6 May, and staffing stalls on Sunday 7 May.  We will require around 50
or 60 helpers in total in addition to the members of our school PTA, our staff and Moa class students!
More information to come, but in the meantime give thought to how you can help, and get in touch!

http://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsqt
http://stjosephsqt.ultranet.school.nz/WebSpace/256/
http://stjosephs-queenstown.nzuniforms.com/


FROM THE PRINCIPAL …

Happy St Patrick’s Day!!  Ngā mihi o te wa ki a koutou!

As you well know it’s been a very busy week at St Joseph’s School, and I am very, very grateful to
our whole school community for their commitment to our tamariki.

Thank you to all of the fantastically dedicated staff who made time in their busy family life to be
available for Teacher Whānau Hui on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons this week and who
commit themselves so wonderfully to supporting our tamariki towards realising their potential.

Thank you also to all of the parents and caregivers and whānau who took time to come in to school
and meet with our teachers.  The feedback I have received to date has been very positive.  If you
have thoughts about the Teacher Whānau Hui that you’d like to share, please send an email to me or
to your child’s classroom teacher.

Thanks of course to our parents and caregivers and to our children for supporting our teacher and
principal strike action yesterday.  Strike action is not desirable.  It is disruptive and unpleasant.  It is a
last resort.  We all want better outcomes for our children, and hopefully the action taken yesterday by
the 50,000 or so teachers and principals around the country helps the government to see the
urgency of addressing these concerns, particularly around class sizes, resourcing for learning
support, and recruitment and retention of teachers through better pay.

Thanks also to our Moa class students, our school leaders, who walked up the Tiki Trail for our
leadership retreat at the beginning of the week and engaged in some exploration and critical thinking
about leadership at St Joseph’s School.

This week finishes on Sunday with the Feast of Saint Joseph, Husband of Mary.  We give prayerful
thanks for all spouses who work tirelessly, like St Joseph, to provide support for their loved ones and
to contribute so richly to family life.  St Joseph is rare among saints, recognised with 2 feast days.
On Sunday we celebrate the Feast of Saint Joseph, and then on 1 May we will celebrate the Feast of
Saint Joseph the Worker.  Our School and Parish are named of course in honour of Saint Joseph, as
is the church in Queenstown.  We pray that St Joseph will continue to intercede for us and to inspire
us in our Christian faith journey, particularly as supportive and dedicated spouses.

Kia tau te rangimārie o te Atua ki a tātou katoa.  May God’s peace be with us all.

Alan Grant

Tumuaki | Principal
principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz

PARISH AND SCHOOL MASS - SUNDAY 2 APRIL 2023

Once each term we plan to celebrate Mass together with the parish, with a Parish and School Mass
on a Sunday morning.  The first of these masses will take place on Palm Sunday this year, Sunday 2
April, at 11am at St Patrick’s Church in Arrowtown.  Over the next 2 weeks we’ll be working with
children at school to prepare for various leadership roles during the Mass - from reading prayers and
proclaiming the readings from Scripture, to singing with our school choir, to dramatising the Gospel
reading, there’s lots of opportunities for our children to get involved and help to lead the Mass.
Please come and join us to celebrate together as a Catholic school and parish community.  More
information to come, particularly about the special roles some children will have during the Mass.

mailto:principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz


PB4L

Our Positive Behaviour for Learning focus for next week will again be:

‘Kind Hands, Kind Words, Kind Feet’

We expect that students will:

● Use their manners and wait their turn (share).
● Use words that are encouraging and make others feel good.
● Think about others before they act - What Would Jesus Do?
● Say ‘stop’ and walk away if someone is doing something they don’t like, then get adult help if

it continues.
● Choose actions that make other people feel good about themselves (mana enhancing).
● Walk inside (running is for outside).

At St Joseph’s we do our best and do our bit.
We act honestly and with integrity, we do the right thing even when no one else is watching.

At St Joseph’s we walk in Truth.

THIS WEEK’S GOTCHA WINNERS

MONEY FOUND

A sum of money was found by one of our students on Wednesday afternoon in the top playground
and handed in.  If this is yours, please contact Karen in the office.



THIS WEEK… FROM OUR MEDIA LEADER

A few more things than usual happened this week, with the senior leadership retreat, whānau hui,
and St Patrick’s Day dress up. On Monday, Moa class walked up the Tiki Trail (Skyline) for a
leadership retreat. We learnt lots about being a servant leader in our school and had a very
interesting day overall!
The whānau hui were a good chance to catch up with the teachers and parents. Friday was a very
colourful day, St Patrick's Day! Almost everyone dressed up in green, and even if it was just a small
thing, it still counted!



SCHOOL UNIFORM

Please take some time to look through the school uniform information available on our website.  In
the last few weeks of this term we will have a special focus on uniform, drawing children’s attention
to the requirements around school uniform (including accessories, jewellery and sunhats).  The
information on the website is current and leaves little room for confusion.  The school uniform is a
very important aspect of our school culture and should be worn proudly as a sign of belonging and
identity.
As part of the Board’s ongoing whānau engagement, parents and caregivers will be given an
opportunity this year to share their thoughts around uniform as we look to review our existing
uniform guidelines.  Ahead of this, you may like to give some thought to what you believe is
important in thinking about school uniform.
Please remember that we have lots of second hand uniform at school as well as a number of ‘lost
and found’ uniform items.  As advised last year, with the school uniform track pants currently
unavailable, students are allowed to wear plain blue or black track pants with their school uniform
when they want to wear a warmer uniform option.  The school sports hoody is not part of the daily
school uniform and should only be worn on sports days (including attending Wakatipu or Central
Otago sports competitions/events).

https://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/index.php/school-information/school-uniform#sec-f8f8


MATHS

Our Mathematics Journey
We have shared three of five key ideas for growing confident maths learners; that everyone is a
maths person, everyone is on a maths journey and that mistakes help us learn. Has this information
made you question your own beliefs about maths? We hope you used the Teacher Whānau Hui as an
opportunity to chat with your child’s teacher about not only their success in maths, but their attitudes
and dispositions.

Idea #4: Everyone has rich knowledge bases and experiences
Asking students what they notice and wonder about a problem taps into their innate curiosity and
positions students as capable doers of mathematics. We want to provide opportunities for students to
draw on their lived experiences and cultural backgrounds and invite that knowledge into the
classroom. This also provides opportunities for students to make connections between home and
school based learning, resulting in deeper learning and richer learning discussions.
At school we are inviting students to share their ideas and feedback on what they are learning as this
can increase their interest and buy-in for maths.

STAYING SAFE ON SOCIAL MEDIA - NZCBC

A note from the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference:
“A nation-wide campaign to raise awareness of how everyone can stay safe on our Catholic social
media platforms starts next Monday, 20 March. Check our Facebook, Instagram and other social
media each day from Monday for tips on how to keep yourself safe.  Details of the campaign are here:
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/socialmedia-safety/”

INTRODUCING THE PARENT LIBRARY

We have got some wonderful books at school
that we would love to share with you. You are

welcome to come and borrow any of these
books which are a great source of information.
They are available on the table outside Karen's
office. Simply sign the sheet so we know who

has which book and happy reading!

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org.nz%2Fnews%2Fmedia-releases%2Fsocialmedia-safety%2F&data=05%7C01%7CPaulineL%40cdd.org.nz%7C024b563d6e4340f3cef108db23fbe98f%7C0beaf5e8134e41cdb8eb4e7fd2290235%7C0%7C0%7C638143338272421292%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uFx06KjqNDUIyvT1HH3TWIEe5auouOXF5TUQIAtzAII%3D&reserved=0


CATHOLIC CHARACTER



BOARD CORNER

Tēnā koutou.

Our School Board usually meets twice each school term and the Board warmly invites parents and
caregivers to attend. We meet in the Takahe classroom on Tuesday evenings from 5:15pm.  The date
for the next meeting is published each week in the newsletter.

All correspondence to the Board is to be sent to either Catkin catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz or
Karen office@stjosephsqt.school.nz. You can expect a response to your correspondence within five
school days.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Catkin Bartlett
Board Presiding Member
catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz

BOOK FAIR STALL…GROWING PLANTS

One of our stalls at our annual book fair is the plant stall.
Can we please ask that every student bring in a cutting or a plant in a pot or tin, that we can nurture
and grow to sell at the book fair.  We need these at school in the first week of Term 2.

PARISH INFORMATION

Queenstown Saturday Vigil 6.30 pm, Sunday 9 am.
3rd Sunday ~ 7 pm, Filipino Mass.
4th Sunday ~ 7 pm, Portuguese Mass

Arrowtown 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays:  11 am Mass
2nd & 4th Sundays:  11 am Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion

Check out the latest Parish news on-line:
www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz

mailto:catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz
http://www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz


SKOOL LOOP ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING ST JOSEPH’S

KEEP UP TO DATE … SCHOOL LOOP


